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Stuck in the '50s, happily

“If you want a thing done

well, do it yourself.

—Napoleon Bonaparte

he year was 1955 and Bill Haley

was making teens shriek when he

belted out the No. 1 hit, “Rock
Around the Clock.” Disneyland had opened
its doots to a new concept in family fun,
and Dwight Eisenhower was holding the
first televised news conference. Consumers
were trying a new product — roll-on deodor-
ant.

[n the Midwest, Amy Lieurance’s moth-
er was furnishing her new home in the lat-
est styles, a look that would come to be
known as mid-century modern.

Disney is still around, and so are those
furnishings, trendy once again. They were
preserved all these years by Lieurance, 44,
who is using them to decorate her condo in
Aliso Viejo.

“My parents bought their house in the
Midwest in 1955. And I think my mom just
opened up the Herman Miller catalog and
filled the house with everything she saw. |
have a hardback reissue of the catalogue
now, and everything that was in our house
is in those pages.”

Unlike the hipsters of today who have
glommed on to the mid-century modern
look popularized by architect Frank Lloyd
Wright and furniture designers George
Nelson and Charles Eames, Lieurance
acquired most of her minimalist furniture
and fixtures from her parents, who both
died when she was 26.

“When my mom and dad died, T went
back and I took all that stuff. Through the
years, | literally just schlepped it from stor-
age unit to storage unit.”

Her collection would make some enthu-
siasts shriek like those teens: an original
George Nelson 72-inch black bench she
uses as a coffee table, a William Henchel
abstract original, a tan Charles Eames fiber-
glass shell rocker,

“The design aspect plays into it as well. |
just think it’s a beautiful look.”

AMY LIEURANCE, opposite page, relaxes in her Aliso Viejo condo with her two dogs, Zoey and Dieter. She uses
the original George Nelson black bench (1956) as a coffee table. On the wall is a William Hentschel abstract
original titled “Staccato.” The black rocker is by Charles Eames. The hearth, above, was built by Lieurance and
housemate Jill Moran, who cut roof tiles into different sizes and arranged them around their fireplace.

Lieurance’s mother is the central figure In 1943 Life magazine wanted to do an  of representative high schools and finally
in a treasured item that is also part of the article about a small Midwest town during descended upon the Forest, Ohio, high
home’s décor. WWIL. It blanketed the Midwest in search  school senior class. Jean Lieurance was
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