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aguna Beach is a nationally be-
loved seaside art town - the peo-
ple who live there often speak of
a special kinship they feel with
the hills, the canyon and the sea-
side coves. Those who have fallen under its
spell might believe that this enchanting
place just magically appeared one bright
summer day. But what isn't always appre-
ciated is that the seaside paradise of today
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“The first requisite of a good citizen in this
republic of ours is that he shall be able and
willing to pull his weight.”
THEODORE ROOSEVELT
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came to be only after people like Harry
Lawrence moved into town.

The residents of Laguna probably know
Harry from his internationally successtful
Asian import/export business, Warren Im-
ports, located in the center of Laguna on
Pacific Coast Highway. What they might
not know is that without Harry and others
of his courageous ilk, today, Laguna could
resemble Potterville from the movie “It’s a

Wonderful Life,” rather than an idyllic
Bedford Falls.

Harry grew up in Belmont Shore in
Long Beach, back in the 1920s and ‘30s,
when giant surf pounded the shores and
young men played beach football against a

backdrop of merchant marine ships
stretching from Seal Beach to San Pedro.
He read adventure books, such as “The
Adventures of Marco Polo,” and dreamed
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one day of sailing to the Far East for explo-
ration.

When he became a teenager, he signed
up for the strenuous merchant marine job
and began traveling the seas - at $21 a
month wages. While on his travels, Harry
fell deeply in love with Asian art. Upon his
return to Long Beach in the late 1930s, he
switched his college major from art and
architecture to international trade. Then
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came World War II. The month following
the Dee. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor,
Harry and his entire fraternity joined the
war, Harry enlisting in the Navy.

Four years later Harry came home.

One day, he and his wife decided to take
a vacation from Los Angeles to Laguna
Beach. While there, Harry met Earl War-
ren, the owner of a small Oriental import
business and an instant friendship began.

HARRY AND ZAHIDE
Lawrence love their
cove-front home in
Laguna Beach, which
Harry has decorated
with many treasures
from his travels abroad.

Soon after, an ailing Mr. Warren offered
the business to Harry.

Harry and his wife moved into a little
apartment above the Warren shop and be-
gan learning all about the import/export
business. Harry's civic pride blossomed
immediately - and he was not alone. Along
with a few other Laguna residents, he
founded the Chamber Beautification Com-
mittee of Laguna, and they weren't kid-
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