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A divine passion for art

or the religious
person, the mean-
ing behind an
image is more important
than the actual carved fig-
ure or oil painting. For
the secular art lover, how-
ever, religious depictions offer insight
into the religion and the mind of the

artist, as well as inspiration. The

moment one enters designer Stacey

Olson’s Floral Park home, there’s no
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doubting her inspiration and passion.
“I like looking at cultures and how

they worship,” she says, “And I like old

paintings and many of them have that

religious imagery depicted in them. It’s

A BOOKSHELF DISPLAYS Stacey Olson's passion for religious art, which adorns her Tudor home, opposite page,

“Religion and art spring from the same root and are close kin.”

—Willa Cather

integral to most people’s histories.”

In the dining room, a painting of St.
Michael the Archangel hangs between
two cross sconces — a powerful and
beautiful image that sets a tone imme-
diately. Near the entryway, a recessed
bookcase holds
Tibetan offering bowl, a santo head
with glass eyes and a small Jesus head
made of cement, probably broken off

smaller icons: a

long ago from a church statue.

“Bodiless heads are a theme you'll
see a lot around here. I find many of
them on eBay and they’re quite expen
sive,” A recent look on eBay at full fig-
ures similar to those owned by Olson
sets them at $200 to $1,500, so it’s no
wonder she has just the heads.

She also loves all things vintage.

Across from the divinity art hangs a
1920s German tapestry, straddled by
carved images from the Orient and
Bali. Whete an old wall heater used to
connect to an adjoining hallway, Olson
has retiled and hung a flea-market
prize: a horsehair and plaster figure of
a woman, originally a prop for the film
industry, made to look ancient.

“1 appreciate someone who's found
the technique to make things appear
antiquated — that’s not easy.” While
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