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AGELESS ADVENTURER

ancy Jones is 67, but you would
N be hard-pressed to prove it. She
looks 15 years younger and acts
as if she just hit the legal drinking age.
For the unconventional among us, Jones
is the free-spirit spitfire we long to be.
Nancy's waterfront condo in
Huntington Beach is equally unconven-
tional, a life-sized scrapbook of all the
countries she's visited — currently at
143. Some of the elegantly placed mem-
orabilia is collectible, some merely inex-
pensive souvenir. All of it is priceless to
her. The first thing that strikes you when
entering this travel museum, however, is
really Nancy. Chipper, full of energy and
talking a mile a minute, this sassy world
traveler is at once flashy and warm and
welcoming. She’ll tell you anything you
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“For my part, I travel not to go anywhere, but to go.
I travel for travel’s sake. The great affair is to move; to feel
the needs and hitches of our life more nearly; to come down
off this feather-bed of civilisation, and find the globe granite
underfoot and strewn with cutting flints.”

—Robert Louis Stevenson

want to know about her, with candid sin-
cerity, and if you’re up for a light chat on
the social etiquette of Germans or a
deeper dive, debating “The Passion of the
Christ,” pull up a leopard-print pillow and
crack open your Diet Dr, Pepper — you're
in for an enlightening, entertaining ride.

“I don’t really relate to people my
age,” she says. “They're pretty conserva-
tive. I say what I say and do what T do.

My friends have always been younger.
My life has been pretty wild, but I'm not
sorry!”

One wouldn’t think wildness would
have come from the Long Beach proj-
ects, but that’s where Nancy’s Minnesota
family moved in 1945 when she was 8.
Her father worked in the Long Beach
naval yard, and her mother stayed home
with her and her sister. Nancy remem-
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