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ARTIFACTS FROM living
abroad surround Laura
Liberty at her Irvine home: A

150-year-old piece from Inner
Mongolia, opposite page,
graces a hallway niche.
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If a patron buys from an artist who needs money (needs money to buy

tools, time, food), the patron then makes himself equal to the artist; he

is building art into the world, thus, he creates.

— Ezra Pound

he explorers of the 15th and

16th centuries traveled the

world looking for property to

claim and raw products to

enrich their native lands. They

often found artwork, as well,
which would enhance their own cultures’
claims of superiority and wealth.

These days, one merely has to shop
online for machine-made “cultural” items or
enlist a designer to hunt for one-of-a-kind
artifacts. Rarely do we have the chance to
travel, as the great explorers did, to the
source of the making — to the village, the
shack, the artist — and not only watch exqui-
site artifacts being created, but directly
enrich the livelihood of that artist, ensuring
their tradition of creation continues.

Laura Liberty is one of the lucky ones.

Laura owns an interior design firm called
Spacial Facial. She will not buy manufac-
tured items for her clients; she will not show
them how to cut corners. Laura is interested
only in authenticity and quality, and she has
gone around the world to find it. But her
travels really began as happenstance.

Born in New York City, Laura was sur-
rounded by multiculturalism from a young

age. She was not the artsy type, however, she
was an academic. She attended Columbia
and later received a law degree from Tulane
and began working for a prestigious firm,
but eventually turned down a partnership
position. She had gotten married to James
Liberty, who had a budding career in inter-
national business, and she was about to have
a baby; she didn’t want to be a workaholic.
Instead, she started her own legal consulting
business.

She soon tired of the legal profession, so
when James was offered a position in Hong
Kong, it seemed like a good move. She had
no idea how right she was.

“] had already had my own business and
moving allowed me to find out different
things about myself in another culture. And
I did.”

As one of many expatriates in a Hong
Kong that would shortly be returned to
China, Laura dabbled again in legal work,
helping companies implement new civil
rights laws before Great Britain lost its con-
trol over the colony. She met with people
from every walk of life during her seminars.

“It was sort of fun, because I got to train
people from all different cultures - and to be
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